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[image: image1.wmf]Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.  A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.  So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.  He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him.  The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

–Luke 10:30-37  
The Samaritan in this parable is a man of action.  He stumbles  across a fellow traveller the victim laying alongside the road from Jerusalem,  beaten so savagely that he was nearly dead.  He doesn’t spend a moment analyzing the situation, whether the man was, like him, a Samaritan, or a hated enemy, a Jew.  It really doesn’t matter to him who the victim is, where he is from, or whether he is worthy of assistance.

All he can see is that the man needs help and needs it now.  And he springs into action.  

Each day in the news we see Good Samaritans helping their neighbor, some in big ways,some in small.

I will tell you such a story.  I was standing in line at Bashas earlier this week.  It was 5:30 a.m. and I was waiting with about 50 others for the store to open at six.  I was there early to get some toilet paper, paper towels, and a few grocery items.

I begin chatting with the woman next to me.  She was Hispanic American and I discovered she holds an important job with General Dynamics in Phoenix.  She began with General Dynamics 22 years ago as a “stock girl,” stacking and replacing parts on shelves.  Over over the years she worked her way up until now she supervises over 250 employees.

I learned she attends Palm Valley Community church in Goodyear, has three grown children, and was born and grew up in Phoenix.

She asked me why I was in the queue early and I told her we needed toilet paper.

“I have plenty,” she said. “Come by my house and I will give you some.  Here’s my phone number.  Call me when you get home and you can stop by anytime.  I have more than I need.”

There are many such people in our community, people who do the best of things in the worst of times.  “Practice random acts of kindness,” Anne Herbert said.  “Go and do likewise,” Jesus said.  
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